Sevieg 2 ol |

Ongey”

r

-

dusiria

- T

1D

=
-
3
L]
S Strike One
s Strik
"
rr:‘? :'_:IL" ‘Thelr families bave hod sovugh of Usis sufleriog.
o 5 COME ONE:  COME ALL!
[ that rew wrs sl FreeFiend
-t STHIXE ONEl STHIKE ALL
And op= the
Tl
0 —
%+
- [ elass netivities.

B

o FIE g s B .-'::.'i gk L
e S Sy iin

' Todustnis\ Propeer

i R

= .-:".I‘ "E-.‘.-‘-fn.. = i

Strike

- Strike All
Strike

Final at Last !
The voler of (he mea fu prison bas been heard, thay who have sulffered for the couse of labar.
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= = Geperal Sirike Demands
of the Marine Transport Workers
Helease of all workisg men and womes who are In prison for orgenised labor and working

To da sway with the Shipawaers Assorlstion employmeat oo, betier koows as the Fink il-“-

A mlalmnm wage fur starven of §100.00 per month,

walches

A minimum ln.l;_uf B1.00 aw howr fer longaheormen,

A #khour wetk for harbor worfkers,
Al averilme 5t donble el
That we the strikers, pled

Thres watchid in ?"ﬂ! far all seamen rxeEpl eoul burning firemen who shail have Foor

-,

aurselres 1o continue the atrike cafil ¥ cloys war prisoners are

ruleased from prison sod jeils sod sleo pledge ourselves 1o e ordedy througheut the strike,
sod refraln froem iadulgence of intoxbeating liguors.

N STRIKE COMMITTEE
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Thé San Pedro Strike

' By ART |SHIELDS

HAVE just come from the city of San
E Pecro, the port of Los Angeles, where

one of the most remarkable strikeskin
the history of American labor is now going
on. I am frankly amazed at what I saw
there and =0 i3 everyoune else coming into
the town, and so are the people of San
Pedro themselves,

What, San Pedvo, the busiest port on the
Paciflip fied up tight, and by the wobbliea?
Imipossible! The report was so extriordin-
ery that I came down from San Franeisco

Fourtesn

\
on a voluntary investigation tour to see for
myself. I had passed through San Pedro
earlier in the year on an intercoastal
freighter and had seen no signs of a lebor
sunrise. At that time the town was in the
hollow of the shipowners' hand., Mr.
Nichols’ “seab hall,” as the shipowners’

“traployment office iz eolloquially called,

was handling the labor problem with thor-
ough satisfaction to the employers, and
there was no organized protest from the
workers, "
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Longshoremen who denied union member-
ship were allowed to work from eight in
ihe morning till eleven at night, when ships
were in. They were driven at insane speed
and accidents were frequent. I hav¥ never
seen winch drivers swing cargo with such
desperate hurry as at San Pedro, or stev-'
edores plunge about so frantically, Nor
was this all. Longshoremen told me that
the worker who fell under the frown of
Mr. Nichols as a union suspect, or for any
other reason, went on the scrap heap,
Women used to go down and weep to him
to give their husbands a share of the work
s0 they could eat, but to no use; Mr,
Nichols got a kick out of being hard,

As for the wobblies, yes, there were a
few, but most of them were in jail. The
sovereign state of California makes it 2
crime, punishable by one to fourteen years
imprisonment, to belong to the industrial
union movement. Today the law is a farce

San Pedro. Two thousand folk of the
town are openly carrying I. W. W. cards
and seem very proud of it. This erimina
syndicalism law is now getling a doge of
the same wholesome irreverence that I saw
the liberty-loving miners of Kansas pay

* ,Governor Allen’s Industrial Court. But
three months ago how different it was in
San Pedro. In those days the wobblies
were a small minority and Swelled Gut
Authority jumped on them as hard ag
bullies can. .

L W. W, Educational Cempaign

What I did not know then was that these
hundred or so I. W. W's. Were carrying on
& quiet but effective_educational campaign

.that has perhaps never been equalled in
such a short space of time. In three
months, from January to April, every house
[ in San Pedro received threa pamphlets and
:1 other literature setting forth in clear and
\ Simple language the benefits of organiza-
'\ﬁun! How to do away with the tyranny
of the “scab hall”: how to raise wages to
a living standard and to equalize working
hours so that every one would have his
ghare of labor instead of one getting six-
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teen hours a day and the other none, All
these problems were dezlt with and the
literature also took up the ultimate pro-
gram of the I. W. W, its plan {or the
final emancipation of labor from the idlers
who live on its back. And, more par-
ticularly, the free literature exposed the in-
famous eriminal syndicalism law of Cali-
fornia, which sends workingmen to peniten-
tiaries for fighting for better living condi-
tions. 2

.No brass banding marked this work that
paved the way fcr the big strike. The
longshoremer and sailors who were dis-
tributing this literature and giving street
talks in between jailings, knew how to get
results. They knew their people. They
knew that their fallow workers, the other
sailers and longshoreman who make up the
bulk of the populasion of this marine city,
would listen to the facts presented in a-
reasonable way. :

The result was that membership in the
Marine Transport Workers' Industrial Un-

ion begah i{o grow quietly, hut Ey‘ hun-
dreds. The union had no hall, & ¥ a

“foating headquarters,” but its strength

began to bulge up on all sides. And when
the big strike call for the release of the
labor prisoners, the elimination of the “scab
hall” dnd the im-rovemert of job condi-
tions went out Ap-i 23, San Pedro went
over the top. As ihe sirike progressed
swarms of sympathizers jeined the union,
and the Marine Transport Federation, a
smaller and unzSlisted crganizetion, fell
in line. And\tﬁan came the merchants

One Hundred Ships Tied Up

In a week the strike was ninety-five per
cent effective. . As I write, one hundred
ships are tied up in the harbor. Lumber
schooners loaded wecks ago in Puget
Sound, Coos Bay, Oregon, or Eureka, Cal.,
lie idle at their wharves. Cargo vessels
of all nationalities are anchored in the
outer harbor or crowding the almost de-
serted docking spaces. A half dozen lines

heve already declared an .embzrgo on
freight to San Pedro and railrcad com-
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shipping companies because of insufliciency
of business. d

This big strike has grown to such pro-
portions that it can no longer be called
a mere I. W. W. strike. Nor even a mere
waterfront strike. It passzed through both
those phases. Today it is a community
affair. The people of San Pedro as a whole
are back of it and the red label doeasn't
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s bother them. The sentiment is astonish-
o ing. At last night's meeting I heard the
= wife of a Iceal businass man make a sirjke
= gpeech and hand & check for tweniy-ive
= dollars to the committee. A few nights
s before, the names of zixty business men,
= { T Rt S e e N P S
=3 mostly smaii rmereng. 5, were read off as
"-__ strike fund contribucors, the sums ranging
== from one dollar to one hundred. And the
2 Japanese fishermen of East San Pedro were
s among the contributors, The fact that
2= every Tnember of the strike finance com-
Bl mittee which handles this relief money is a
i member in good standing of the LW.W. and
733 carries a red card in his pocket in spite of
= the syndicalism law does not bother the
e i donors a bil. They know the boya. They
= are their customers and friends and they
B . went them to win so there will be more

progperity for &il

Down with Hootch!

1 was zbout to add here that the Indus-
trial Workers of the World have twice the
influence of any force in San Pedro, bui
I will not do so. It would sound like prop-
agenda and my trade is that of a news-
paperman, not a propagandist, Instead I
make a significant statement-that speaks
for itself. The I. W. W. has closed up the
bootleggers for the duration of the strike.
It did this by its cwn authority and in its
own way, and without the fuss and flurry,
the sly tasting and sensational raidings ef
the official closzers. The ukase against
bootlegging was read out al the first mass
meeting and it was enforeced. And now
the bootlegpers are on strike too, as one
of the clan put it sadly and meekly,

In a week's time I saw only two men
under the influence of liguar, and they but

Blxteen

slightly. Both came from Los Angeles. San
Pedro is as dry as Charles W, Wond found
Emporia, Kansas, as related in a recent is-
sue of Colliers’ Weekly.

The wobbly dry action made me de-
cidedly eurious. 1 had always known the
industrial unionists as a group that dealt
with job reform to the exclusion of the so-
called political issues, and this action led
me to ask questions of the strike committee,

- “Nothing strange,” they said. “We're
out to win this strike and no bootlegger is
going to.stop us.” _

“Boozing might ruin the strike,” they
explained. “If one of our boys got drunk
he would be apple pie for some agent pro-
vocateur to incite to some act that would
nurt the organization. And another thing:
We don't want anyone throwing away
eight dollars a quart for “jackass" when
there are women and babies to be fed.”

It sounded logieal so far, but there was
something else‘I couldn’t understand.

“Why is it,” I asked, “that the zealous
police force of San Pedro and the federal
agents haven't taken the initiative in this?"

“They are too busy,” smilingly answered
a wobbly;: “too busy arresting working-
men." He was one of the defendants in the
Los Angeles eriminal syndicalism trizl, now
out on bail and assisting in the strike.

Another thing I was about to say was
that this is a young man’s strike, bul the
memory of a grey-haired, sinewy veteran,
Fellow Worker Gelpke, stops me. Gelpke
says he is a real Industrial Worker of the
World because he has worked in industry
in each of the five continents of the world.
He took a sixty-day jolt as a wobbly last
winter without minding it a bit, and is one
of the most effective speakers in San Pedra.
And iz he enjoying himself? Say, you
should have heard his gresting, “Ain’t she
a moosc?"™ when 1 stopped him on the
slrest and asked him aboot the strike.

I .

Free Speech Fights

Somewhere in this magazine you will
see a picture of Leo Stark handcuffed to
a telegraph pole. It was his way of win-
ning a free speech fight. He guaranteed
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During the wholesals arrests of open air speakers,
Fellow Worker Leo Stark chalned himself to a lamp-
post in order to contioue speaking while the dicks
i waonk -qut:r the keya.
that the police couldn't drag him away
till he had finished his organization talk.
That was -the night Captain Plummer's
hrave “bulls” arrested thirty wobblies for
exercising their . constitutional rights of

_free speech, and it was before a woman

loaned her lot on Liberty Hill to the strik-
ers for their meetings. Well, Leo Stark
jsn't exactly a youngster, though he’s only
been in the radical labor movement for
thirty or forly years in nearly as many con-
tinents as Gelpke. Stark is a speaker and
newshoy. He sells five hundred copies of
each issue of “The Industrial Pioneer,”
“Industrial Solidarity” and “Industrial
Worker,” and is said to be a wizard at dis-
posing of wobbly song books, pamphlets,
and so forth, Of course he'sout on bail as a
eriminal syndicalist and has a forty-day
jail term awaiting him for a street speech
charge, but that doesn’t bother him after
the Wichita oil workers' case, in which he
invested four years.

JUNE, 1223

One might go on to mention some of the
vivid old veterans among the Spaniards and
Mexicans who make up half the working
force of San Pedro. Particularly in my
mind there stands out one keen old strat-
epist, a sturdy, grizzled fellow, with black
eyes glowing out over high bronzed cheek
bones and an aquiline nose. He iz a man
of much influence among his counirymen
in surrounding towns and the steps he has
taken to ensure solidarity from the Mexi-
cans in the cozst towns to the south would
make an ertele in itseif. And they have
been effective. There is even less scabbing
from Mexicans than from others.

But the young men are in the majority.
They are running the strike committee, pub-
licity committee, finance committee, launch
committee, and so forth, and they pack the
grounds on Liberty Hill where the strike
meetings are nuid twwics 2 day. And when
the songs of labor bretherhood are sung
there under the stars it is an inspiration

to hear their clear voices rise in the night e

Webbly Enthusiasm

I had heard that the days of wobbly
singing were over, that the movement had
become too hard-headed for musie, but
San Pedro digpels that illusion that came

from too long a sojourn +with the theoreti- -

cians of the East. I have never heard any-
thing suig with incre sxthusiasm than the
song thet pezls from the throats of thou-
sands every night on Liberty Hill. It is the
class-war prisoners’ song ‘“Remember,”
which Harrison (George wrete in the Cook

county jeil, x‘g_‘!tl". iz commending refrain: -

“Damember woure outside for as
And we're in here for vouw."

That is the outstanding thought in this
strike which was primarily called for the
release of the class-war prisoners. Th
illusion is forever shattered in me that the
American workingman would fight for
nothing but more “pork chops.” The fact is
that the strikers here in San Pedro are talk-
ing more about forcing the release of their
fellow workers irom Leavenworth, Walla
Walla, E:tn Quentin and other prisons than
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—Mass-Meetings Like This Were Held Every Day On the San Pedro Water Fronk.

for anything else, even the abolition of the
hated “scab hall,” And by the class-war
prisoners they do not mean only wobblies.
Mooney and Billings are emphasized as
much as Ford and Suhr. Every speaker,
and there are many,—rank and file speak-
ers talking Sve minutes each—siresses the
demand for the reizase of the federal and
state prisoners and the abolition of the syn-
dicalism law.
] L ] *

Will the strikers win? That depends on
the rest of the marine industry. San Pedro
iz & safe unit in the fight. The men are
determined and their wives are behind
them. Economie support is coming from
all sides. Two bakeries are suppljri‘_ng freg

/bread and wobbly fishermen give a ton of

fish a day to the needy and money is given
freely. San Pedre is doing its part.

One thing seems certain, The movement
in San Pedro is now so deeply grounded
that it will not blow away. It is grounded
on 2 clear understanding, by hundreds of

Eightern

active members, of the issues involved. It
is an unusuzally intellirent rank and file.
Marine workers proverbially have a broad-
er and clearer view of world movements
than the stay-at-homes, and these men have
also received an enviable postgraduate
educational traiming in the last three
months in San Pedro. Best of all, the
movement is organized on broad human
lines and is not limited and sectarian. That
is shown by the policy of extending relief
to all workingmen, whether members of the
I. W. W. or not. The movement, though
under the banner of the I. W. W, ‘is a
popular community movement against lo-
cal injustices and vieious state and national
persecution of labor.

Agaipst such a wall the propaganda of
hate of the Los Angeles Times and the San
Pedro Pilot, a slimy local sheet which is try-
ing to sic the Ku Klux Klan against the
strikers, will beat in vain.

a4nd ornithologists say the raven i croak-
ing over the “seab hall.”
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